
September 3, 2021 

Warsaw Central School District Families, 

From the initial long-term closure and throughout the course of the pandemic, WCSD has prioritized the
health and safety of our students, staff and community with the goal of returning to five days per week
in-person instruction for the 2021–22 school year. 

WCSD has engaged in a collaborative partnership with the Wyoming County Health Department
(WCDOH), to develop a plan to safely reopen to in-person instruction for the coming school year. This
joint effort has resulted in the following protocols that the District will implement to promote a safe and
effective return to full-time in-person instruction and mitigate the spread of COVID-19.

COVID-19 Vaccination: 

WCSD will not mandate COVID-19 vaccines for its students, staff, faculty or administration. 

WCSD will continue to support and provide information to students, staff, faculty and administration who
are interested in obtaining a COVID-19 vaccine.

Information regarding COVID-19 vaccines may be found at: 
- CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html 
- New York State: https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/ 
- Wyoming County: https://www.wyomingco.net/595/COVID-19 

Physical Distancing: 

WCSD will adhere to the CDC’s recommendation of three (3) feet of physical distance between students
within classrooms and cafeterias to reduce the transmission of COVID-19.

Face Coverings Indoors: (amended 8/27/21)

In accordance with the determination below, face coverings will be required indoors for all individuals age
2 years and older, including students, teachers, staff, and visitors, regardless of vaccination status.

Pursuant to 10 NYCRR 2.61, I hereby issue the following determination, which includes findings of
necessity, to support the face masking/covering requirements set forth below:

P-12 school settings: a. After careful review and consideration of CDC recommendations for face
coverings/masks in school settings, I hereby adopt such recommendations, imposing them as
requirements, where applicable, until this determination is modified or rescinded. Accordingly, universal
masking of teachers, staff, students, and visitors to P-12 schools over age two and able to medically
tolerate a face covering/mask and regardless of vaccination status, is required until this determination is
modified or rescinded. Such requirement is subject to applicable CDC-recommended exceptions.

*A 5 minute mask break will be provided during the last 10 minutes of each academic period in the
Middle/High School.
*A 5 minute mask break will be provided each half-hour in the Elementary School.

Face Coverings Outdoors:

WCSD will adhere to the CDC recommendations that people who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask
in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close contact with other people.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://www.wyomingco.net/595/COVID-19


Transportation: 

The capacity on District transportation will return to full ridership loading limits as prescribed by the New
York State Department of Transportation. Windows will be open whenever possible to increase air
circulation.

Consistent with current public transportation procedures, face coverings are required for all individuals
riding District transportation. Students will be assigned seats in the event that contact tracing becomes
necessary.
 
Food Service:
 
Students will eat their meals in the District’s cafeterias or an alternative setting during their prescribed
lunch times. 

Students will adhere to three (3) feet of physical distance while eating and in food service lines to limit the
amount of contact. Students will be assigned seats in the event that contact tracing becomes necessary.

Tables and desks will be cleaned and sanitized before, between and after each lunch shift.

Screenings:

Parents/guardians will be responsible for screening their students for symptoms of COVID-19 prior to
boarding District transportation or entering District facilities.  Employees and visitors are responsible for
monitoring themselves for symptoms of COVID-19 prior to entering District facilities.

Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. People with these symptoms may have
COVID-19:

● Fever of 100.0 or above
● Chills
● Cough
● Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
● Fatigue
● Muscle or body aches
● Headache
● New loss of taste or smell
● Sore throat
● Congestion or runny nose
● Nausea or vomiting
● Diarrhea

*Parents/guardians are encouraged to consult their primary care providers when
making health-related decisions for their children.

Contact Tracing and Quarantine:

The District will support COVID-19 spread mitigation efforts by collaborating with the WCDOH when
someone in the school setting is identified with a confirmed or probable diagnosis of COVID-19.

As defined by the CDC, a close contact is an individual who was within six (6) feet of an infected person
for a cumulative total of fifteen (15) minutes or more over a twenty-four (24)-hour period.

Contact tracing will include the forty-eight (48)-hour period prior to the onset of symptoms of the
confirmed COVID-19 positive individual, or date of the confirmed COVID-19 positive individual’s test, if
asymptomatic.



Close contacts must quarantine or isolate per the WCDOH’s direction.

An individual may be excluded from the quarantine requirement if:
● both the infected individual and exposed individual correctly and consistently wore

well-fitting face coverings the entire time of the close contact.
● he/she has been fully vaccinated.
● he/she was previously diagnosed with COVID-19 within the last ninety (90) days.

* Please note that the WCDOH makes the final decisions about how long quarantine/isolation should last
in our community, based on local conditions, resources and needs. The WCSD cannot override the
WCDOH’s investigation or quarantine timeframes.

Extra-curricular Activities:

The District is planning for all extra-curricular activities for the 2021–22 school year.  The section on ‘Face
Coverings’ will apply to all individuals present during District-sponsored activities and events occurring on
District property, including students, staff, and visitors.  Current building codes and Commissioner’s
regulations will govern capacity limits for both indoor and outdoor events.

Additional information:

Additional safety precautions will be taken to ensure a safe school environment. This information will be
disseminated in greater detail to families through the building principals prior to the start of school:

● Additional health office support
● Additional measures to clean and sanitize
● Additional cleaning of buses and high touch areas within the buildings
● Staggered passing and dismissal times for population reduction in the hallways and upon entry

and exit of the buildings
● Consistent traffic flow patterns in hallways and stairwells to reduce congestion
● 3 feet social distancing in cafeterias and other social settings whenever practicable
● Hand Washing reminders to students and explicit hand washing instructions for our youngest

learners
● Hand sanitizing throughout the day

WCSD will remain in constant contact with the WCDOH and area school districts to monitor local
conditions and to protect the health, safety and welfare of WCSD students, staff and school community.

Please be advised that these protocols are subject to modification due to the changing conditions
in the state government and resulting changing guidance from the COVID-19 pandemic.
We will continue communicating with you, “what we know, when we know it”, as we have learned the
guidance and protocols can change very rapidly.

We continue to appreciate your patience and support and look forward to a rewarding school year. 
 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Wilkins
Superintendent of Schools


